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Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, chairman; 
Beth Magura, recording secretary; Jamie Furness; Roger Ingraham; and Becky Kraussmann . A quorum 
was established . (Vice Chairman Donald Passardi was absent; his reappointment to SHAC is pending BOS 
approval.) 

2. Review of the minutes of the June 27, 2022, SHAC meeting 
Becky Kraussmann made a motion to approve the minutes from the 6/27/2022 regular meeting; this 
motion was seconded by Roger Ingraham. The motion was unanimously passed by the group. (Note : 
Review of the minutes of the 6/30/2022 special meeting, called for the purpose of further refining text 
for the 2022 Plan of Conservation and Development, will occur at the next SHAC meeting.) 

3. Update on progress related to the two-year, $20,000 grant from the State Historic 
Preservation Office to fund research by an architectural historian to establish a Main Street
Hyde Park National Register Historic District. 

Commissioner Becky Kraussmann contacted Amber Wakley-Whaley, the Town's grants and 
marketing specialist. Ms. Wakley-Whaley said that the Request for Proposal to hire an 
architectural historian with the necessary credentials has been returned to the State Historic 
Preservation Office. It will be disseminated to a group of professionals appropriate to this task. 
A couple or errors in the deadlines of the RFP have been corrected. 

The deadline for candidates to submit proposals is Aug. 26, 2022. 

A meeting with local property owners is projected for Oct. 2022. 

A final nomination of the area could be completed by Sept. 2023. 

4. Discussion of informational signs for historic buildings and points of interest. The Stafford 

Rotary Club is in the early stages of a project to create a self-guided historical tour using QR

coded signs. 

Ms. Kraussmann, as vice president of the Stafford Historical Society (SHS), said that she has 

emailed Brian Goepfrich of the Rotary Club. (The SHS is collaborating with the Rotary Club on 

the walking tour project.) Mr. Goepfrich has not yet indicated that he has communicated with 

the Planning and Zoning Commission about the project. 

5. An update on installation of a replacement flagpole at Haymarket Square (where E. Main 

and Main streets intersect). 

Mr. Passardi, via email, said that he believes the Town is awaiting word from the State of CT 

about the flagpole. He had no additional news. 
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6. Discussion of SHAC drafting content for the 2022 Plan of Conservation and Development to 

ensure that the plan more proactively incorporates the history of Stafford into the town's 10-

year future plan. 

Draft text written by Commissioner Becky Kraussmann was reviewed by the group. It was noted that the 

2022 POCD draft includes a listing of "villages," and the group agreed that associating this list with 

SHAC's text seems logical. This will be reflected in further revisions by Ms. Kraussmann . 

Mr. Clark then made a motion to have a Special Meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022, to finish 

editing the overall statement. Ms. Magura seconded the motion, which was unanimously 

agreed to. 

Mr. Clark will submit an agenda to the Town Clerk; he reminded everyone that no other business can 

occur at the Special Meeting other than editing SHAC's contributions to the 2022 POCD materials. 

7. Discussion of a recommendation from SHAC to the Board of Selectman and Zoning officials 

encouraging the Town's officials to endorse the preservation of the Borough Elementary 

School's neoclassical fa~ade in any adaptive reuse or renovation of the building. 

The BOS plans to present the sale of the decommissioned school (among other topics) at a Special Town 

Meeting to be held on Wed., July 27, 2022. 

Ms. Kraussmann made a motion to approve sending the recommendation, as drafted, as soon 

as possible. Commissioner Jamie Furness seconded the motion., which unanimously was 

passed by the commissioners. Ms. Magura said she would send the memo on 7/26/2022. 

For the record, the memo is attached as an Appendix at the end of these meeting minutes. 

9. Public comment. No members of the public participated . 

10. Old Business. There was no old business. 

11. New Business. There was no new business. 

12. Adjournment. Roger Ingraham made a motion to adjourn; Becky Kraussman seconded the 

motion. The motion was agreed to unanimously by the group. The meeting adjourned at 8:36 

p.m. 

Recording Secretary 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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APPENDIX TO 7/25/2022 SHAC MEETING MINUTES 

July 26, 2022 

To: Board of Selectmen, Town of Stafford 

Dave Perkin , ZEO; and Dave Palmberg, chairman, Town of Stafford Planning & loning ommi ion 

From: Stafford Hi tori Advi ory Commi ion 
rd Clark, cl\airman; Oona d Passardi, vic1! chairman; Beth Magura, recording secre tary, J.L Fu nl!SS, 

m. Rebec S. Kt uS1 nn 

Subject : Preservation considerations related to the proposed sale of the 100-year-old Borough Elementary 

School, 36 Prospect Street 

The Board of Selectmen is seeking approval from townspeople to sell the decommissioned Borough 
I m ntary ool. After ver I year , an out ide entity ha abandon d ffort to dev lop ap rtment for th 

hearing impaired in the buildin . A a result, ownership has reverted b k to the town. 

The tafford Historic Advisory ommission advocates that the former Borough lementary chool's 

architecturally distinctive features, in particular the north and south facades, be acknowledged by the Town of 
tafford as worthy of presPrvation. Developers should be encouraged to preserve the e d tails. 

Finished in 1922, the Borough building was used as a school for 85 years and was an integral part of the 
surrounding residPntial n ighborhood, mu h of which had been built in th late 1800 and early 1900s when 

tud nt walk d to and from hool and mo t made noontime round-trip on foot to eat lunch at horn . The 
school's vintage architectural elements are compatible with the time period of the surrounding homes, a 

characteristic inherent to the small town ambiance that current townspeople cite in public polls as a favorite 

a p t of lif in tafford~ 

1' January 19, 1922: I was ov r 100 years ago, w h n the Stafford Pr ss a nnounced th ope ning of the new two

story grammar school. It had the I test heating system, modern plumbin M •1ith many bubbler for drinking 
purposes on both loors," and electric. Ii h s in everv room. S<Mce: The Press. (Staffont Springs. Conn,), 19 Jan. 1922. Chrome/mg 

~ ri<a: 1-/J.1,IOII< A/l'tt'r;«/n Ni' IOIS(Jt)pff • Ub. ol Coo , ~- <fltt;,-.i/ , ~JOS1501/197Hl1 '91 lj 3/ 

On the following page are images of the Borough School building as photographed in 2022. 
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2022: The building's archit~tural features are an example of the us.e o neoclassical details, such as the arched 
windows, a triangular pediment o r the doorways, and aux Corinthian columns, o I nd a ormal air to an 

dlfi e of le ming. any r novations of school building5, found throughout the Northeast re ain these details 
as uniqut!ly de-co, tive and m rite ble feuturc . 
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